Act No. 220/1991 Coll.

The Czech Collection of Laws

The Czech Medical Chamber Act
The Czech Dental Chamber Act

The Czech Pharmaceutical Chamber Act

as amended

The Czech National Council has passed this law:

                                                                             §1

(1) There are subsequent Chambers established:

The Czech Medical Chamber with its seat in Olomouc

The Czech Dental Chamber with its seat in Prague

The Czech Chamber of Pharmacists with its seat in Prague

[Hereinafter „chambers“]

(2) The Chambers are independent, non-political autonomous professional organizations associating all physicians, dentists and pharmacists registered in lists issued by the chambers.

(3) The Chambers are legal entities.

                                                                        §2

(1) The Chambers

              a) see to it that their members execute their profession in conformity with the    

                  highest professional standards, as well as with the principles of medical ethics    

                  and with the law and chamber’s rules,

              b) serve as the guarantors of professionalism on the part of their members and 
                  certify satisfaction of the requirements for the practice of medicine, stomatology   

                  and pharmacy,

              c) review and defend the rights and the professional interests of their members,

              d) defend the professional honour of their members,

              e) maintain the register of their members

(2) The Chambers are entitled to:

              a) participate in negotiations concerning the tariffs for individual medical procedures, 
                  the drugs-price lists and the tariffs for other services provided by pharmacies,

              b) take part in competition proceedings to fill leading positions in the health care 
                  sector,

              c) lay down requirements for the practice of medicine by their members in their own 
                  private establishments and for the medical practice of the leading doctors and 
                  head doctors in non-state health centres,

             d)  issue certificates of conditions fulfilment according to letter c),

             e)  investigate malpractice complaints filed against their members,

             f)   use the disciplinary authority within the extent laid down by this Act,

             g)  require from their members documents connected with their profession,

             h)  issue opinions on the conditions and forms of continuing education of physicians, 
                  dentists and pharmacists,

             ch) participate in specialty examinations
              i)  issue opinions binding on the members of chambers concerning professional 
                  issues of the provision of health services and in the health research, 
              j)  accomplish other activities, as long as it is laid down by special law

(3) It is possible to submit a remedial instrument against the chamber’s decision in matters according to paragraph 2, letter d).

(4) The court decides about the remedial instrument.

                                                              §3

(1) Each physician, who provides the health care (the therapeutic and preventive care)  within the territory of the Czech Republic, must be a member of the Czech Medical Chamber.

(2) Each dentist, who provides the dental care within the territory of the Czech Republic, must be a member of the Czech Dental Chamber.

(3) The graduate of the pharmacy branch, who provides his services in pharmaceutical center within the territory of the Czech Republic, must be a member of the Czech Pharmaceutical Chamber.

                                                              §4

Within two months from the application delivery, the Czech Medical Chamber registers everybody, who:

        a) has finished the study in the medical faculty of Czechoslovak university or foreign  

            university and who is authorized to provide health care within the territory of 
            the Czech and Slovak Republic,

  b) has capacity to enter into legal acts,

  c) has not been excluded from the Czech Medical Chamber in course of previous 5 
      years.

                                                  §5

Within two months from the application delivery, the Czech Dental Chamber registers everybody, who:

  a) has finished the study in the medical faculty of Czechoslovak university or foreign  

      university, passed the state exams from stomatology and is authorized to provide 
      the dental care within the territory of Czech Republic,

  b) has capacity to enter into legal acts,

  c) has not been excluded from the Czech Dental Chamber in course of 
    previous 5 years.

                                                            §6

Within two months from the application delivery, the Czech Chamber of Pharmacists registers everybody, who:

a) has finished the study in the pharmaceutical faculty of Czechoslovak university or    

foreign university and is authorized to provide the pharmaceutical care within the territory of the Czech Republic,

             b)  has capacity to enter into legal acts,

             c)  has not been excluded from the Czech Pharmaceutical Chamber in course of   

                  previous 5 years.

                                                            §6a

(1) Based on the notice of the Ministry of Health, the Chamber shall register the following persons in the members´ list: 

 

             a)  national of the EU Member State, 

             b)  citizen of the state party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area1a)               

                  or the Swiss Confederation1b), 

             c)  family member of a citizen of the EU Member State1c) or a family member of any 
                  of the persons listed under letter (b), provided that he/she has a right of residence 
                  in the Czech Republic, 

             d)  national of an EU non-member state who is a holder of a certificate of 
                  acknowledgment of a legal status of a long-term resident in the European 
                  Community in the territory of the Czech Republic1d),
             e)  family member of the person specified in letter (d), provided that this family   

                  member has a long-term residence permit in the Czech Republic1e), 
             f)   national of an EU non-member state who is a holder of a certificate of 
                  acknowledgment of a legal status of a long-term resident in the European 
                  Community in the territory of another EU member state provided that this person 
                  has a long-term residence permit in the Czech Republic 1d), 

             g)  family member of the person specified in letter (f), provided that this family 
                  member has a long-term residence permit in the Czech Republic1e),
              h) person who has been recognized a status of additional protection or a position of 
                  a person granted asylum1e); or 

              i)  family member of the person specified in letter (h), provided that this family 

       member has a long-term residence permit in the Czech Republic1f), who seeks      

                   to continuously perform a health care profession as a settled person in the Czech 
                  Republic, based on submission of the Ministry of Health´s decision on the 
                  acknowledgment of the competence to perform a health care profession.

 

(2) The Chamber maintains a list of hosting persons. Based on a notice of the Ministry of Health on performance of a health care profession in the Czech Republic, the Chamber shall register in this list, for free and temporarily, a person listed in paragraph 1, letter (a) or (b) who is settled in the territory of any Member State other than the Czech Republic and intends to perform the health care profession in the Czech Republic temporarily or occasionally as a hosting person. Such temporary registration in the list of hosting persons shall stand for the period of provision of health services by the hosting person in the Czech Republic. Such temporary registration is not required if it might lead to a delayed provision of the service; in such case, however, the notification on performance of health profession in the Czech Republic must be made promptly after the provision of the health service. The provisions on compulsory membership (Section 3) shall not apply to these persons.

 

(3) In his/her application for registration in the members´ list, the settled person shall state his/her name, surname, academic degree, date of birth, correspondence address in the Czech Republic and correspondence address in the Member State where he/she is settled, identification of the health services provider and address of the provider´s health care facility where he/she intends to perform the health profession, form and type of the health service he/she intends to provide in the Czech Republic and information on his/her qualifications; the same information shall be stated by the Ministry of Health in the notice of performance of health profession.
(4) Hosting persons are exempted from payment of membership fees.
 

(5) Before initiating a disciplinary procedure, the Chamber shall contact the state of settlement (state of origin). If that state does not adopt disciplinary measures under its law, the Chamber may initiate a disciplinary procedure against the hosting person.
 

(6) The Chamber must inform the Member State in which the settled person was settled before coming to the Czech Republic, or where the hosting person is settled, on a disciplinary sanction it imposed on such person.
 

(7) Upon request of a settled person or a hosting person registered in the members´ list or in the list of hosting persons, the Chamber shall issue a confirmation that such person performs professional activities in the Czech Republic in compliance with the legal regulations.
 

(8) The chambers are bound to disclose to the Ministry of Health for free any information from the members´ list or the list of hosting persons required for the purposes of state statistic findings under special legal regulations1g). 
 

(9) The members´ list and the list of hosting persons are publicly accessible, except for dates of birth, correspondence addresses in the Czech Republic and correspondence addresses in the territory of the Member State of settlement. Information about birth numbers, residences and correspondence addresses in the Czech Republic are available to the Ministry of Defence solely for the purpose of the state defence under special legal regulations1h). 
 

(10) Special legal regulations1i) apply to the processing of information from the members´ list and the list of hosting persons. 
 

(11) An applicant for registration in the members´ list of the Chamber who has not been registered by the Chamber into the members´ list or whose registration has not been made in time may demand protection at court1). 
                                                              §7

The applicant for the registration to the chamber list, who was not registered by the chamber to this list, has the right to ask the court for protection.

                                                              §8

The chamber membership becomes extinct with death, with loss or limitation the legal act competence, with the secession from the chamber or expulsion from the chamber.

                                                              §9

(1) Each member of the Chamber has the right to:

              a) elect representatives to the organs of the chamber, and be elected,

              b) resort to the assistance of the Chamber in the field of Continuing Medical 
                  Education,

              c) use the juristic assistance of the Chamber in disputes connected with the medical 
                  or pharmaceutical profession.

(2) Each member of the Chamber has the obligation to:

              a) exercise his/her profession at a high level of expertise, in accordance with the 
                  principles of medical ethics and with the valid legislation,

              b) keep up the Organisation-, Election-, Disciplinary- order and the Rules of 
                  Procedure of the Chamber,

              c) pay the membership fees

              d) inform appropriate organs of the Chamber about changes connected with the 
                  medical or pharmaceutical profession,

              e) conclude the responsibility-insurance, in cases lied down by the Chamber.

                                                  §10


(1) The basic units in the Chamber’s structure are the District Association of physicians, the District Dental Association and the District Pharmaceutical Association, in the capital Prague it is the Municipal District Association.

The District Association can fuse and form common organs.

(2) The District Associations have these organs:

             a) The District Assembly

             b) The Board of Directors of The District Association
             c) The Honorary Board of The District Association

             d) The Auditing Commission of The District Association.

(3) The Chambers have these organs:

             a) The General Assembly

             b) The Board of Directors of the Chamber
             c) The Honorary Board of the Chamber

             d) The Auditing Commission of the Chamber

(4) Positions in Chambers’ Organs and District Associations are honorary; for completion of such service, officials of the Chamber receive only compensation for the loss of time and reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses.

Elected officials must accomplish medical, dental or pharmaceutical practice.

                                                            §11

(1) The District Assembly of members, it is the highest body of the District Association.

(2) All chamber members, registered in the list issued by the District Association, have the right to participate in the District Assembly.

(3) The District Assembly is convened by the Board of Directors of the District Association at least once per year; it has the duty to convene it always, if (in writing) minimally one third of all District Association members or the Auditing Commission of the District Association request. This should be latest in two months.

(4) The District Assembly can adopt a resolution only in case of presence of the over-half majority of the District Association members.

For the validity of the resolution it is necessary to have an agreement of over-half majority of the present District Association members.

(5) The District Assembly:

             a)  elects the Board of Directors of the District Association, its chairman, the 
                  Honorary Board and the Auditing Commission of the District Association.

             b)  elects representatives for the delegates congress

             c)  decides about consolidation of the District Association with another District 
                  Associations

             d)  decides about the stopped decision of the District Association Organ.

                                                         §12

(1) The Board of Directors of the District Association is the leading and executive organ of the District Association.

(2) The Board of Directors of the District Association has 7 –11 members.

(3) The Board of Directors of the District Association:

              a) registers new members and issues the list of members of the District Association

              b) handles the property of the District Association

              c) collaborates with the state administration organs and self-government organs.

                                                                       §13

(1) The Honorary Board of the District Association accomplishes the disciplinary authority towards its members.

(2) The Honorary Board of the District Association has got 5 members. They elect a chairman and a deputy chairman from its members. Member of the Honorary Board cannot be a member of another organ of District Association or Chamber.

(3) The Honorary Board of the District Association can impose a:

             a)  reprimand,

             b)  penalty from 2000 to 20.000 CZK 

      on the member in case of breach member’s obligation mentioned in §9, section 2 of this  

      Act.

(4) It is possible to submit a remedial instrument against written resolution of the Honorary Board of the District Association about the imposition of disciplinary arrangement. This remedial instrument can be submitted by the member, who has received this arrangement; till 15 days from its delivery.

(5) The Honorary Board of the Chamber negotiates the remedial instrument. This Board confirms or cancels this explored decision. In case, the Honorary Board of the Chamber cancels this decision, the Honorary Board of the District Association is tied by the juridical opinion of the Honorary Board of the Chamber.

                                                       §14

(1) The Auditing Commission of the District Association has 3 – 5 members; they elect their own chairman. He leads its activities.

(2) The Auditing Commission of the District Association:

             a)  checks activities of the District Association

             b)  can stop the decision of the Board of Directors of the District Association, if it is in 
                   contradiction with the legal regulations, rules and other Chamber’s regulations. It 
                   submits the stopped decision to the District Assembly. 

             c)  puts forward a proposal for start of the discipliner’s procedure.

                                               §15

(1) The General Assembly of the Czech Medical Chamber is the highest organ of the Chamber.

(2) The General Assembly particularly:

              a) passes, changes and cancels the Organization-, Electoral-, Disciplinary Order 
                  and the Rules of Procedure

              b) elects and calls off the Chamber’s Board of Directors, President, Vice-president, 
                  the Auditing Commission and the Honorary Board of the Chamber

  c) assess the activities of the Board of Directors, President’s and Vice-President’s    

      activities as well as the activities of the Honorary Board and Auditing Commission

              d) lay down the number of registration fee and membership fees and their dividing

              e) passes the Chamber Budget

              f) approves the amount of compensation for lost time related to performance of 
                  positions in the Chamber’s bodies,

              g) establishes the social fund or another Chamber funds

                                                                      §16 

(1) The Board of Directors of the Chamber is the leading and executive organ of the Chamber

(2) The Board of Directors of the Chamber has 15 – 20 members

(3) The Board of Directors of the Chamber:

              a)  issues a list of Chamber members

              b)  manage with the Chamber property

              c)  manages the social fund of the Chamber or another Chamber funds

              d) decides about stopped decisions of the Chamber organs and of the District 
                  Assembly

              e) convenes the Delegate Assembly of the Chamber at least once per year, or 
                  always, when at least 1/5 members or 1/3 of the District Associations members 
                  ask for this, or the Auditing Commission asks for this. This should be within 2           

                  months

              f) votes the Chamber members into the examining or specialization commissions

              g) decides all problems according to this Act, unless other Chamber Organs decide 
                  about them

                                                                      §17

(1) The President of the Chamber represents the Chamber outwardly.

(2) The President of the Chamber convenes and leads the negotiations of the Presidium of the Chamber.

(3) The deputy for the President is the Vice-president.

                                                                      §18

(1) The Honorary Board of the Chamber executes the disciplinary authority towards all members of the Chamber.

(2) The Honorary Board of the Chamber has got 9 members. They elect their own chairman and the deputy chairman. The member of the Honorary Board cannot be a member of another Chamber’s Organ at the same time.

(3) The Honorary Board of the Chamber can impose a:

             a)  penalty from 3000 to 30.000 CZK

             b)  the conditional expulsion from the Chamber

             c) expulsion from the Chamber

in case of breach member’s obligations mentioned in §9, section 2, letter a) of this Act

(4) It is possible to submit a remedial instrument against this decision (section 3) of the Honorary Board of the Chamber.

(5) The Court decides about the remedial instrument.

                                                                       §19

(1) The Auditing Commission of the Chamber has 7 – 9 members; they elect their own chairman. He leads its activities.

(2) The Auditing Commission of the Chamber:

              a) supervises the Chamber activity

              b) can stop the President’s- and Vice-president’s- decision and decision of the 
                   District Assembly, in case they are in contradiction with the legal regulations or 
                   with the rules of procedure or other Chamber regulations. This Commission 
                   submits this decision to the Board of Directors of the Chamber,

              c) is able to stop the Board of Director’s decision, in case it is in contradiction with 
                   the legal regulations or with the rules of procedure or other regulations of the 
                   Chamber. This stopped decision is submitted to the General Assembly of the 
                   Chamber.

                                                                       §20

(1) The Chambers are independent in their property management and have their own year-budget.

(2) The Chambers incomes are the membership fees, donations, grants, etc.

(3) The profit from the penalties goes to the social fund of the Chamber.

                                                                       §21

In case of the pursuance of this profession in armed forces and armed corps, the rights and duties of physicians, dentists and pharmacists can be limited. These restrictions, it is the consequence of the special function character in this corps.

                                             §22

(1) The fellowships of physicians of the Czech Medical Association of Jan Evangelista Purkyně and the Association of Pharmacists ensure the convening of the constituent District Assembly of physicians, dentists and pharmacists till 3 months from the day of this Act efficiency.

(2) The constituent District Assembly elects its delegates for the constituent congress in  

      number:

             a)  for the Czech Medical Chamber, it is 1 delegate per 100 physicians in the district)

             b)  for the Czech Dental Chamber, it is 1 delegate per 30 dentists in the district

             c)  for the Czech Pharmaceutical Chamber, it is 1 delegate per 25 pharmacists in the 
                  district.

(3) The Czech Medical Association of J.E.Purkyně and the Association of Pharmacists convene the delegate congress within six months from the day of this Act efficiency.

                                                                            §23

This Act acquires efficiency on the 1st June 1991.

